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the ascendancy of France, during his middle-age, as the opportunity for a religious unity which would prolong the splendour for all time.   Marie Angelique de Scoraille de Roussille was created Duchess  de Fontanges by Louis XIV in 1681.    In the same year she fell ill, and died in 1681 • at the age of twenty.
This Conversation provides a notable example of Landor's humour in the contrast between the grave solemnity of Bossuet and the butterfly 'mood of the young Duchess, whose air of bland innocence may be read either as a true childlike unawareness of evil or as the play of acute wit. But of the excellence of Landor's wit and humour here there can be no doubt.
page 107. 23, 24. Picardy . . ..Sologne: districts ot northern France.
page 109. 5. Montespan. Marquise de Montespan (1641-1707), a generous patron of men of letters.
7.    imparagonable:   unsurpassable.
 12.	jlf. de Turenne:   (1611-1675),  Marshal of France  and a brilliant
military leader.
 13.	Mademoiselle de Duras:   of the Durfort family,  famous in bori
French   and   English   history.    Guy   de   Duras   married   the   sister   a
Turenne.
26.   M. le Marechal:  Turenne.
page no. 10. quietism: a form of Christian mysticism originated b} the Spanish priest Molinos in the late seventeenth century. Its devotees practised passive devotional contemplation and withdrawal from all things of the senses. They were regarded as heretics by the Roman Catholic Church.
12. M, de Pension: (1651-1715) one of the leading ecclesiastics o; his time ; a pupil of Bossuet, tutor to the Dauphin's eldest son, and author of Fables, Dialogues of the Dead, and Telemaque.
17, iS. a romance he has begun: F&ielon's Telemaque, a Utopian political novel, which utilizes the adventures of Ulysses* son in search of his father.
26, 27. Saintonge . . . pays d'Aunis: districts of south-eastern France.
page in. 10, ii; -funeral sermons: Bossuet's Oraisons Funebres are among his greatest works.
22. 1 am seventeen: this would date the time of the dialogue as 1678, when Bossuet would have been just over fifty, thus scarcely justifying his references to himself as advanced in age and shrivelled ; but Lander was usually lax: in the chronology of his Conversations.

